SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
FIELD WORK: MELISSA BRIND'AMOUR
Community Outreach Social Worker, Melissa Brind'Amour, LMSW, provides an
above-and-beyond level of intervention in our district's all-important student support
services. Melissa makes sure that our children and families receive the most
appropriate support for a variety of concerns such as mental health, substance use,
family conflicts, peer relationships, and serious school academic, attendance or behavior
concerns. She also assists parents/caregivers in obtaining their own counseling needs
and/or parenting support. Working in conjunction with building social workers and
other PPS staff, Melissa steps in where needs extend beyond what can be done in a
typical school day.

“The Outreach position was developed and implemented in the 2021-2022 school year,”
Melissa says. “My goal is to listen to what our community needs from us and work with
families to promote problem-solving strategies. The family is the most significant
influence in the development of a child and so I strive to support the families we serve
and assist them in any way I can. This looks different for everyone but it may be
helping find basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, linking to mental health
services, in-home services, transportation, attendance concerns and parent education.
Erie County has a lot of services to offer but unfortunately they can be difficult for
families to access and navigate. I'm here to help with that.”
A rundown of Melissa’s typical duties is vast and goes straight to the core of personal
difficulties that can obstruct education. Many of these factors are encountered by our
students outside of school, and Melissa has fostered relationships with community and

county counterparts who are in a position to help our families with everything from
food, clothing, and housing, to in-home services and mental health agencies.
“Working in partnership with building social workers, school counselors and school
psychologists allows me to build upon the incredible work that each respective
department does every day,” Melissa says. “Our PPS team works incredibly hard and
does an amazing job at building relationships and providing support throughout the
school day and beyond for both students and their families.”
Melissa’s plans for this school year includes planning parent forums/speaker series for
2022-2023 school year, providing parents with resources for mental health, behavioral
health, community resources; revamping and reopening hours at our district clothing
closet, and working to improve communication with families regarding community
resources and ongoings in the community.
We salute the collaborative spirit and boundless energy Melissa brings to service our
students and families!

Melissa works closely with School Counselors, Above, West Senior’s Rachel Esenour and Eric Meslinsky.

WEST SENIOR: INVESTIGATIVE SCIENCE
Through science teacher Jay Rodemeyer, 13 West Seneca West 9th and 10th-graders
will be participating throughout the school year in a metagenomics program offered by
the University at Buffalo (UB) and the National Institute of Health (NIH). The
partnership is part of a $1.3 million NIH grant awarded to Stephen T. Koury, PhD,
research associate professor of biotechnical and clinical laboratory sciences at UB. Mr.
Rodemeyer, a UB alumni, has worked with Dr. Koury on similar research projects and
gene annotation, in which students also participated. “When this opportunity came up,”
Mr. Rodemeyer said, “Dr. Koury contacted me to see if I'd be interested. He is such a
great guy and a wonderful person to learn from.”
The students will be participating in genomic research that will conclude with actual
whole genome sequencing of bacterial samples that they will collect from our local
waterways (Cazenovia Creek locations). Also in conjunction with Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper, the research will be conducted at UB South monthly for a few hours each
time between October and April. The first trip to UB will take place on Thursday,
October 6th. In preparation, students met with Dr. Koury and fellow researcher, Dr. Kim
on Friday, September 30th, via Zoom from teacher Jay Rodemeyer’s classroom.

According to Dr. Koury, "Participants will be among the first high school teachers and
students to use the MinION technology (genome sequencing technology) in a classroom
setting. Both teacher professional learning and student citizen science projects will
immerse participants in a start to finish pipeline of sample collection, DNA purification,
and DNA sequencing. Metadata collected related to sample collection will allow students
to develop connections between the microbial community composition and the status of
the waterways from which the samples were collected."
Students are as follows: Gabriella Rupert (9), Marion Smith (9), Marley Brown (9),
Emma Fritz (9), Jack Granville (9), Natalia Pernick (9), Nathan Sobczyk (9), Grant Cohn
(9), Jayden Ecker (9), Tyler Harper (9), Paige Janak (9), Connor Young (10), Aidan
Granville (10). Kudos to Mr. Rodemeyer and his students for taking part in this study
that will surely spawn future scientists!

PARENT ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE
At July's reorganizational meeting of the BOE, an outreach committee was formed with
Board Members Edmund Bedient and Vincent Vanderlip. Originally thought of as a PR
committee, we have rebranded it as the Parent Engagement Committee (PEC), after
some discussion of our goals.

We ask all parents and guardians who are interested in becoming part of a parent
group to get in touch with your child(ren)’s school parent leader (through the website
or your school clerk). The PEC will hold monthly meetings to which all parent groups
are invited. Parent groups are teams, and all are invited to join and participate, share
ideas and best practices, and make their preferences heard. Please consider joining
today so that we can set common district-wide goals within the West Seneca Central
Schools!

EAST SENIOR: CAMERA MAGIC
Art teacher Kelley Mooar’s Photography 1 students at East Senior practiced using
Aperture on the DSLR cameras. Students used a variety of different f-stops when
photographing to create a large depth of field (with the focus on the image and a
blurred background). The photos were taken around the East campus, focusing on the
courtyard's plant life, where flowers and plant life were planted last year by speech
teacher Ms. Clark's “Courtyard Crew”. The results are stunning!

Enjoy your weekend!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

