MARCHING BAND

SEPTEMBER 16, 2022

This past weekend, our West Seneca Marching Band and the Band Boosters hosted a
marching band competition at East Senior. Under the direction of Band Director John
Blickwedehl and Assistant Director John Monell, West Seneca took 1st place in the
Large School 2 class. Other districts that participated in 3 separate categories were
Falconer-Frewsburg, Pioneer, Orchard Park, Jamestown, and Lancaster. The event took
place with over 400 of our students, dozens of educators, and over 700 spectators,
followed by a senior recognition ceremony with flowers, and certificates were awarded
to each band. We are so proud of our band students, who know how to march toward
success in everything they do.
Band photos by Melanie Adey

WEST MIDDLE MAKE-OVER
Our district-wide capital improvement project has taken on speed recently, and the
redesign of the West Middle School’s parking lot and bus loop is already a game
changer in efficiency and safety. Arrival and dismissal has never been smoother.

The new music suite houses rooms for general music, orchestra, and chorus. 640
students at West Middle are involved in music extracurriculars, so these improvements
will benefit a wide swath of the student body. A redesign of the main office, student
services suite, and entranceways are being restructured to help better ensure a safe
and welcoming experience for members of our school community, and it feels like a
whole new school. See our happy front office team, below.

Recent progress has been moving fast, and Principal Dave Kean is excited to have
parents who dropped off supplies in late summer return to see the immense progress
that has been made in the last few weeks. “The orchestra students were overwhelmed
when they saw their new room in the music wing,” he says. The choral room, which is
situated at the Center Road side of the school will have a glass façade once it is built
out.

The gymnasium is on its way to being state-of-the-art as well as aesthetically beautiful.
One especially exciting by-product of replacing the old wooden bleachers with a new
retractable system is the repurposing of the wood to make rolling partitions (model
shown below). An extracurricular project for students under the direction of technology
teachers Nick Butera and John McNeight, Principal Kean says, “Other than offering
teacher/student conversation privacy at our outdoor seating area, the students are
building something that will remain a part of the school for years to come.” A legacy of
sorts. And the outside conference/classroom area is a big win. To illustrate, just as
Principal Kean was explaining what the area would be used for, math teacher Don
Benker asked if he could have his students chalk equations on the concrete during
class. “If we learned anything during Covid,” Kean said, “it's that we should give
students the advantage of being outside at every opportunity.”

Lest you wonder where all the pictures of our West Middle students are, they were
quietly engaged in taking their ELA MAP assessments today. MAP testing has typically

been done electronically, which will become a state requirement for assessment tests
next spring. All went well with little exception!

There is no doubt that the Capital Improvement project is bringing a sense of
enthusiasm, pride, and a better way of working smarter to everyone it touches. Next
summer construction will take place at East Middle School, and Phase 3 construction
will begin on science labs at East and West High Schools, date TBA.
NEW CTE LASER EQUIPMENT
This week, the District completed the set-up of 2 Epilog CNC laser machines, purchased
through funds acquired through a Perkins V Grant award in the amount of $49,994
during the 2021-22 school year. Our teachers have received professional development
on how to operate and maintain the new equipment that will be used to offer more
Work Based Learning and School Based Enterprise opportunities to a more diverse
population of students. Perkins V funds must be used to supplement CTE programs
approved by the New York State Education Department (NYSED), of which we have the
following: Academy of Business & Finance, Academy of IT/Digital Media, and the
Engineering Academy.
In addition to the lasers, 10 Dash and Dot robots were purchased for the Academy of
IT/Digital Media. We have won an additional $50,211 award for the 2022-23 school
year. These funds will be used to purchase Vinyl Printers/Cutters for the Academy of
Business & Finance, VR Headsets for the Academy of IT/Digital Media, and Rotary
Tables to be used with the Epilog lasers purchased last year. Any individual or business
interested in participating on an Academy Advisory Board, and those who would like to
provide input for our 2023-24 Perkins V grant application, are asked to please contact
Dr. Robert Merkle at rmerkle@wscschools.org.

ENL MEETING
Our newly appointed Director of ELA, World Languages & ENL, Carol Bush, held her first
meeting with all K-12 ENL teachers on Thursday, in order to identify the most important
needs of the department and develop a plan for addressing those needs. Carol comes
to us with vast experience in the fields of language and literacy. She has served as a
Spanish/literacy teacher, a professional development specialist and most recently as an
elementary principal. Carol is excited about taking the lead on all things literacy and
language in the West Seneca Central School District.
"I am so fortunate to be working with such an incredible group of educators,” Carol
said. “Not only do they have a solid grasp on what their students need, but they go
above and beyond to provide those supports. Our English Language Learners are very
lucky kiddos!"

ACADEMY INDUCTION
On Thursday, September 15, we held an Academy Induction Ceremony at West Senior
Auditorium for our Business & Finance, IT/Digital Media, Life Science, Visual Arts, and
Engineering Class of 2025. Congratulations, inductees!
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UPCOMING SPORTING EVENTS
Saturday, September 17th - This weekend WSW Cross Country will be hosting the
27th Annual Cross Country Invitational at Sunshine Park. We will host 28 schools from
WNY and the surrounding area.
Race schedule: 9:30 & 10:15 Freshman/Sophomore Races
10:45 - 11:30 Varsity B Races
12:15 - 12:45 pm Varsity Girls Races
1:15 - 1:45 Varsity Boys Races
2:15 pm - Awards
Saturday, September 24th - Gary Gaiser XC Run (Grades 4-5), at Sunshine Park,
East & West Road.
Race schedule: 9:30 4th Grade Boys – 1⁄2 mile
9:45 4th Grade Girls – 1⁄2 mile
10:00 5th Grade Boys – 3⁄4 mile
10:15 5th Grade Girls – 3⁄4 mile
DOWNLOAD OUR MOBILE APP:
Make your life easier when searching our website! Download our mobile app by
CLICKING HERE.
Enjoy your weekend!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

