SEPTEMBER 9, 2022
Welcome back! The excitement among staff and students was palpable this week as everyone
shifted into new-school-year mode. As educators, we love the first day, the graduations, and
everything in between. Staff is energized and ready, and the students are making themselves
comfortable in their school homes. I am so proud of our staff and families, and I am pleased
and honored to be a part of it all.
In my summer letter, I outlined the current goings-on and changes we will see in the coming
year. All of this activity aside, our main focus is the safety and well-being of your children, as
we educate them to be our future leaders.
This week’s brief includes a few items from summer - some that you may have participated in that I hope you will enjoy reading about. Here’s to an outstanding year in which we all
continuously embrace the mission of service to children.
See you next week,
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

WEST SENIOR TEACHER RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS FULBRIGHT AWARD
We are pleased to announce that Laura Low of West Seneca
West Senior High School has received a Fulbright Teachers
for Global Classrooms Program award. Mrs. Low is in her
25th year of teaching and has been a Spanish Teacher at
West Senior for 13 years. She also serves as World
Language Department Chairperson, NYS Seal of Biliteracy
Advisor, and International Relations Club Advisor.
Low says, “I applied for this program because it offers some
of the best means of learning - collaboration and travel - for
the purpose of improving as an educator. The opportunity to
exchange ideas with colleagues from many different places is invaluable. And through field
experience in a school abroad (TBD), I’ll gain fresh perspectives to bring back to the classroom.
Participating in this program will offer new, creative ideas to help me continue to engage my
students in their study of language and culture. I also look forward to sharing with my
colleagues at home what I learn from the experience.”
We look forward to hearing about Mrs. Low’s experience, and we’re grateful that she will share
it with her students.

New Teacher Academy
During the third week of August, over 50 newly hired teachers took part in our 3-day New
Teacher Academy (NTA). The NTA includes 5 days of intensive indoctrination to the district, 3 in
the summer and 2 in the regular school year.
Day 1 was spent with Clinton Elementary Principal, Kimberly McCartan, who is also our
Facilitator of Professional Learning. The group started the day with a discussion of the book,
“Your First Year: How to Survive and Thrive as a New Teacher“ by Katherine Whitaker, Madeline
Whitaker Good, and Todd Whitaker. They reviewed processes, procedures, rules, and structure
in the classroom. They also discussed “The Thoughtful Classroom” observation tool.
The afternoon of Day 1 was spent with tech integrators Torrence Jones and Lisa Lahey, as well
as members of our IT support staff, Jake Albarella and Jessica Shanahan, invaluable allies in the
district.
Day 2 centered on an overview of the health and welfare of our students, with a presentation
by Nurse Coordinator Linda Thibault.
On Day 3, School Resource Officer Michael Rybak spoke with the teachers about safety and drill
protocols. Then Kim took the new teachers on an extensive tour of the entire district –
buildings and neighborhoods, including businesses and travel hacks such as accessing thruways
away from the main streets.
The teachers will have one more day during the year spent one-on-one with an assigned
mentor teacher, and one toward the end of the year for a debrief session in which the first-year
teachers will have an opportunity to make suggestions and comments about areas they feel
went well or need attention.
Kim thanks all of her department head colleagues who helped to make the 2022 NTA a success.
She says the teachers went away with, “A fundamental knowledge of who we are. We are a
family and a collaborative team, with many willing hands to make sure they are successful in
their first year and beyond.”

ON MY WAY TO K
The District welcomed our new kindergartners to the new school year with a big,
information-packed event on the grounds of the West Seneca Soccer Complex. With nearly 800
in attendance, whole families participated, greeting staff and families they knew, meeting key
people in their children’s educational family, and taking advantage of a wide array of District and
partner information tables. Each elementary school had principals and teachers present for
invaluable first introductions. Other information and services were offered by the following:
Transportation staff, School Resource Officers, the District Reading Rover Bus, Student
Registration, IT’s Ozobots Station, an OT/PT/Speech Activity Center, PTA sign-up tables, face
painting and outdoor games, and food provided by district staff. Human Resources was present
to let parents know about existing job opportunities in the West Seneca Central School District.
Kudos to student volunteers and The West Seneca Marching Band under the direction of John
Blickwedehl, who greeted everyone at the park’s entrance with gorgeous whole-band musical
fanfare.
Community partner representatives present included UB Dental, Parent Childcare Resource
Network, and QUALITYstarsNY. The Buffalo & Erie County Library was also present, signing
children and families up for library cards.
100 percent of the parents who were surveyed after the event thought the various stations
were appropriate and provided beneficial information and stated that they hope the event will
continue in years to come.

OUR FRIENDS IN BLUE
Thanks to Legislator Joseph Lorigo for presenting School Resource Officers Rybak, Jarczyk,
Maloney, Quick, and Schnitzer with a Proclamation of Achievement for their great work in our
schools. West Seneca was one of the first departments in the state to start a SRO program over
twenty years ago, and these five officers have done an outstanding job keeping the program
successful. (Superimposed on Officer Jarczyk’s certificate – Officer Maloney.)

FIRST DAY 2022-2023
This is what the first day of school looked like at Clinton Street Elementary on September 6th,
with Principal Kimberly McCartan.
The staff is energized and smiling non-stop. The children are beautiful, happy, and ready to
learn!

WINCHESTER POTTERS SPIRIT
The following pictures at Winchester Potters are not from the first day of school. They are from
NFL opening day! All of our schools chose the day to show their support for our Buffalo Bills,
but we thought you might enjoy seeing a tiny #5 Bills jersey. Did you know that the Buffalo
Bills have had 12 players that wore #5, including 8 placekickers, 1 punter, and 3 QBs? Marquez
Stevenson currently wears #5. The great Stefon Diggs is currently #14. Taiwan Jones is #25,
and Tre'Davious White is #27. Number 17? Ask someone who goes to Josh Allen-Dale
Elementary.

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES FOR FAMILIES
If you have not already signed into Parent Portal, please do so! Also note that My School
Bucks, and our bus tracking apps, First View and Here Comes the Bus, are up and running.
Please sign on and upload the apps accordingly for seamless information at your fingertips.
Your school clerk will be able to help you with any questions you may have regarding your
child’s sign on number.
Have a great weekend!

