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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: JEREMY KELLEY ‘06

Jeremy Kelley is a West Senior alumni, who says that every time he drove by the Buffalo Bills
stadium in Orchard Park as a child, “I got goosebumps.” Kelley says the thought that there are
32 of these stadiums in the entire country, and here in Western New York, “we get to wake up,
roll out, get a Tim Hortons, and roll up to the stadium,” is a fact of local life that we can’t – or
shouldn’t - take for granted.
Rolling up to the stadium is a daily occurrence for this son of West Seneca who is now Alumni
Manager for the Buffalo Bills organization. It was a long and circuitous path for Kelley, but one
that he knows was meant for him. Kelley attended Northwood for Kindergarten, Winchester for
1st through 6th, West Middle, and then West Senior. Kelley shares, “And yes, my mother was a
school bus driver in the WS School district for many years. She LOVED it. She was even my bus
driver in grade school! That was no fun for me.”
When Jeremy Kelley was in 2nd grade, he remembers that his neighbor would have to cut their
playtime short after school in order to get suited up and go to football practice. “I told my mom
I wanted to join Little Loop and she signed me up.” Kelley remembers that players had to have
a certain number of practices without pads, but from his first practice at 7-years-old, he was
jumping into drills without pads until the coaches had to pull him to the side. “From day one
when I put on my pads and my mom laced up my shoulder pads, I knew. I wanted to play
football.”
Kelley didn’t get a lot of playing time that first year in West Seneca Little Loop (WSLL), but after
that, the team ruled as the undefeated champs. It was there, Kelley says, that he learned how
to win. “This was my foundation for the expectation of winning,” he says. The first time he
experienced multiple losses in a season wasn’t until his JV year at West Senior. Kelley started
playing under JV coach, Joseph Cantafio. They would move up to Varsity together. “I had Joe

as a coach all four years, along with Jim and Len Kuhn,” Kelley says. He remembers Jim Kuhn
coming by the WSLL games years earlier to scout future players.
“Sure, the high school coaches would come by and fluff up the LL players,” Kelley laughs. By
the time he was playing Varsity for Kuhn, it was one big West Seneca football family. Kuhn kept
an eye on his prospects. “Many players who played Little Loop, played together right up
through senior year, those are my brothers, we were family. We would do yard work and
landscaping at his house, from time to time for summer money.” Kelley says. That’s the kind of
small town, big vision relationship the West Seneca schools have continued to cultivate.
Kelley was a strong student - in the Spanish Honors Society, and he took a few AP courses - but
he was all about athletics in high school. “I tried to approach athletics like it was already my
profession,” he says. He remembers getting up at 5:00 a.m. to train with his buddy, standout
West running back, Desmond Randall. “While other kids were sleeping, we were working,”
Kelley says. “They were wiping the sleep out of their eyes on the bus, and we’d already put in
a half day’s work.”
Kelley’s path wasn’t always clear, as a sophomore he was ready to walk away from
football and quit the team after not seeing the playing time he felt was deserved as a
young quarterback. And then the thought came to him: “If I quit this, what else will I quit?”
Kelley admits that at this point in his football career, he could throw a mile, but also trip over his
own shoelaces. It was his teammate Desmond’s father, Demeris, a former Miami Dolphin wide
receiver who eventually tried out for the Bills, who, in Kelley’s words, made Kelley into a wide
receiver.
Meanwhile, Kelley played on a basketball team freshman year that ended the season 0-20. “We
went DE-feated,” he laughs. In his sophomore year, Kelley sprang from 6’1” to 6’4”. “That’s
when change happened,” Kelley says. He not only went into training to be a wide receiver, it
had become an obsession - and he started to see the results.
The elder Johnson would become an integral piece of Kelley’s guidance – athletically, spiritually,
and lovingly - with a place under his wing as a son. The work Kelley does these days holds all
of those principles. He thinks back to the high school days of a Penn State/Nike recruiting
camp, where 6 of 300 student athletes went on to be the chosen ones. They included future
NFL players Rob Gronkowski, LeSean McCoy, and Lavonte Davis. They are a rare breed of
athletes.
After his own field career - Hamilton and Saskatchewan in the Canadian Football League; Utah
and San Jose in the Arena League; and Indianapolis, Denver and Chicago in the NFL – Kelley
celebrates the legacy and experiences of other rare individuals, NFL greats. He says his duty is
to engage, educate, and empower our Buffalo Bills alumni. A keeper of statistics, Kelley notes
that in the 102 years of NFL history, there are about 28,000 former NFL players, and roughly
1,500 of them are former Buffalo Bills.
Kelley says, “Fans wearing jerseys with the names of these players can walk into our stadium
and see their heroes.” He describes bringing Buffalo Bill alumni to the stadium for appearances.
“The man’s family may not know or remember when this man was a hero. When we walk down
the tunnel to a stadium full of fans, I like to hang back, watch the family, the kids, take in the

roar of the cheers this man elicits. See the realization on their faces. There is nothing better
for me.”
In addition to arranging appearances, Kelley also does periodic check-ins with alumni. “These
are my NFL brothers,” he says. “It is a blessing to be in this role. It’s my obligation to reach
back, to offer help, to speak life into our alumni.”
Jeremy Kelley does a lot of reaching back, whether to alumni, or to our young football stars in
day camps. He says he keeps an open line to Joe Cantafio, and he’ll be here, in the West
Seneca Schools when we need him. Though he may be too humble to admit it, Jeremy Kelley
knows what it means to be a rare and exceptional alumni.
@JK_Kelley on Twitter
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READING ROVER TAKES TO THE ROAD
West Seneca Central Schools is ready to roll out the 2022 Reading Rover Free Book Tour, and
donations of books and funds to buy more are coming in! The West Seneca Police Benevolent
Association, West Seneca Woman's Club, the West Seneca Teachers Association, the West

Seneca School Administrators Association, and The Teacher’s Desk have all donated either
books or dollars to the cause. Local company, A to Z Books, is also donating new books and
letting us purchase some books at cost.
Library Coordinator Rosalia Carraba said that the program, funded by the District, affords
children a free book every time they visit the Rover, a school bus that is temporarily retrofitted
to be a library on wheels when school is out. The dream is to have a dedicated van someday.
“In addition to free books, we encourage children to get a public library card so they have
constant access to new books to read. We want to remove all barriers to access to books over
the summer.” She points out that District families and staff also have access to the Sora app,
which has thousands of books and magazines in partnership with West Seneca Central Schools
and the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library.
The Reading Rover book giveaway will begin at noon at Fireman’s Park on July 12, followed by
Harlem Road Park from noon to 2:00 on July 14, Centennial Park from noon to 2:00 on July 19,
the Farmer’s Market from 4 – 7:00 on August 18, and West Senior Stadium from 6 – 8:00pm on
October 21. All times and dates can be seen on the front page of our website at
wscschools.org. There will be another Reading Rover event, exclusive to incoming
kindergartners, on August 24 at the West Seneca Soccer Complex, when “On My Way to K!”
welcomes all new K students with free books and many other things they will need to begin
their first day of their first year!

CATCH A TALE!

Starting at noon on June 24th, Librarians Haley Warren and Jessica Casamassa will hide
twenty (20) bags of books around West Seneca! The librarians will share hints and
photos of where books are located on school library social media pages (@allendaleLMC
on Instagram). If students and their families find a bag, please scan the QR code on the
bookmark and fill out the form to let our librarians know that you found one. Please
feel free to take a picture and include it in the form or send the picture to your School
Librarian. This is the second year Ms. Warren and Casamassa have done a book hunt
and they hope students have fun trying to "Catch a Tale!"

MOVING UP AT ALLENDALE

Allendale 5th Graders celebrated their moving up day with a beautiful ceremony, which
was organized by the 5th grade team, Principal Dr. Quinn and vocal music teacher, Mrs.
Creech. The colorful backdrop was created by Allendale students in grades K, 2nd and
5th during art classes.

WINCHESTER POTTERS SAYS HELLO TO SUMMER
Winchester Potters Field Day is seen below in a rainbow of colors. K in Red, 1st in
orange, 2nd in yellow, 3rd in green, 4th in blue, and 5th in indigo.

And then, the whole school says goodbye as buses leave. Have a happy summer!

Principals John Brinker (West) and Jason Winnicki (East) with a few of their top 10 students of
2022 at the BOE 6-21 Work Session. It’s hard to say goodbye!
Note: Briefs will be paused over summer vacation. Be sure to check your mailbox for your
upcoming issue of Our Schools, and check our website for summer activities. We will keep you
posted on upcoming events starting in August. Have a safe and fun summer!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

