May 28, 2022
ACADEMY OF VISUAL ARTS
Each year, West Seneca Academy of Visual Arts students undergo Portfolio Adjudication.
As such, art teachers invite Academy students from both high schools along with
adjudicators from the local art world. This event gives the students the opportunity, in
their junior year, to show and discuss their college-level portfolio with 2 to 3
adjudicators, who are working artists and art professionals. The adjudicators were
invited by the Academy of Visual Art teachers, and Dr. Robert Merkle, Director of Career
and Technical Education and Academies. Some of the adjudicators included West
Seneca art teachers Jeanine Beyer, Nicole Smith, and Kim Greenway, along with many
other local artists, and art professionals.
As West Seneca West art teacher Chris Galley says, the students meet with art
professionals, “…to provide these students with feedback on their strengths and
weaknesses before they interview with college entrance boards. This day gives our
students the opportunity to sharpen their presentation skills as well as glean insight into
the work necessary to practice the arts at a professional level.”
Because seeing our students’ art is essential to understanding the richness of talent of
our students, what follows are pictures of a few of our students and the adjudicators
reviewing these exceptional bodies of work. Enjoy!

LOGO DESIGN WINNER
Zachary Waldraff, a senior at West Seneca West High School, was recognized at the
May 24th Work Session of the Board of Education. At the direction of West Senior art
teacher, Chris Galley, Zachary designed the logo for the district-wide "On My Way to
K!" kindergarten welcome event the District will hold on August 24th at the West
Seneca Soccer Complex. Zachary was one of many WSW high school students who
submitted a logo design as a part of a Computer Graphics project, and his design was
selected by a district committee to be the official logo for an "On My Way to
K!" T-shirt that each kindergarten student in attendance on August 24th will receive.
We thank you, Zachary (second from left below), as does the Class of 2035!

PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT PROJECT/FUNDRAISER
East Senior art teacher Jeanine Beyer is proud of her East Senior Academy of Visual
Arts students! Mrs. Beyer tells us that Paris Judy (below left), a 12th grader at East
Senior, created a fundraising event to support 7 Hearts Maternity Rescue, a non-profit
maternity dog rescue based in Western New York. As part of Paris's (PIG) Participation
in Government project, she organized an art auction that was held on May 17th, during
the WS Central community budget vote. Paris is a member of the (AVA) Academy of
Visual Arts at East Senior. The AVA is composed of sophomore, junior, and senior art
students. The Art Academy came together to support Paris by creating artworks of cats
and dogs, which were donated for this event. During an Academy enrichment day,
students created the animal inspired artwork using a variety of media. Paris was able
to raise over $900.00 for this special cause!

CAREER CAFÉS
Warren Yokom, East Middle Counselor, reports that on March 22nd, Robert Klavoon, a
Senior Civil Engineer from the Wendel Company, presented to students on his career in
civil/wastewater engineering. Mr. Klavoon spoke about how he ended up at Wendel. He
also brought along some props, including an old wooden wastewater line, as well as
actual blueprints from recent projects. Students were highly interested in seeing how
these projects are taking place right in our local communities!

On May 13th, several women professionals from Wendel 'took the stage' for an
incredible presentation titled, 'Women in Technology'. It was a packed house as
students listened attentively to speakers from various careers represented within
Wendel. Students heard from engineers, GIS specialists, a Director of Information
technology, and more! Mr. Yokom Said, “Wendel spent a great deal of time preparing for
this session, and you could see that preparation pay off as students were hanging on
their every word for the duration of the presentation. After it ended, students stayed
and asked engaging, insightful questions.” East Middle Science teacher, Rae Ann
Zimmerman, joined the Wendel team and will be looking to start up a STEM Club next
year at East Middle. Team members onsite: Heather Lewis – Lead presenter; Katie
Eckam – presenter; Charisse Henning – presenter; Nate Johnson. Team members
participating virtually: Coleen Cool, Amanda Lingle, Rose Mattrey, Ali Adelman.
East Senior alum and Engineering Advisory Board Chair, Adam Beyer, is a Senior
Associate at Wendel and was instrumental in lining up both of these sessions. We are
grateful to all of the amazing professionals at Wendel for their dedication to our
students!

NORTHWOOD ELEMENTARY LUAU!
Northwood Elementary music teacher, Tracy Gerardi, reports that Northwood turned into
a tropical paradise this past week, with a myriad of fun activities planned by the
Literacy Team! The main event was a Learning Luau held on Tuesday, May 24th.
Hundreds of people gathered at the school to enjoy the food trucks as well as the many
guest presenters which included: The Botanical Gardens, Hawk Creek, The West Seneca
Library, Reinstein Woods, and a school favorite, The Nickel City Reptile Guy. Northwood
students were also a huge part of the evening's entertainment. Artwork from every
student lined the hallways and created a colorful and inviting atmosphere. A mini
concert was given by the 5th Grade Ukulele Club, to add to the Hawaiian theme. In
addition, students and families enjoyed dressing up in tropical shirts with leis. Guest
artist Glenn Colton visited the school on Thursday, with a reading themed concert
enjoyed by all. Special thanks to the Northwood Literacy Team, The Northwood PTA,
and the Music and Art departments for their dedication to bringing such memorable
events alive for students!
Northwood Literacy Team: Kristin Krypel, Katie LaFever, Tom DiCarlo, Annemarie Talty,
Katie Esposito, Chris Thomakos, Wendy Dubel, Cindy Inglut, Kim Strell, Ashley
LaRotonda, Becki Zeller, Maria Tasca (volunteer), Gabrielle Zafonte, Pat Burke, Gwen
Gingrich, Kathy Hanley.
Ukulele Club students: Emma Barham, Sasha Hennings, Cali Racsumberger, Kylie
Thurnherr, Olivia Bavisotto, Nico Mangiafesto, (not pictured, Zachary Sobieraj)
Music Teacher: Mrs. Gerardi
Artist: Nora Cook, 4th grader
Art Teacher: Mrs. Strell

WELLNESS ALL STARS
In its first year, Buffalo Business First and Independent Health honored the inaugural
class of Wellness All-Stars, including three each of East and West Senior High Schools.
The students were identified by their high schools as “exemplary community servants
and leaders,” according to Business First. Seen here: WEST SENIOR: Diversity and

Inclusion All-Star Cameron Hope; Wellness All-Star Shelby Snyder; and Community
All-Star Rachel Rechichi. EAST SENIOR: Diversity and Inclusion All-Star RaNaia Joiner;
Wellness All-Star Hailey Cenname; and Community All-Star Elizabeth Osmanski.
Congratulations for standing out and being recognized, All Stars!

ACADEMY GRADUATIONS
On May 25th, a graduation ceremony was held at West Senior for students in the Life
Science, Visual Arts, and Engineering Academies. The District has five Academy
programs in all, including the Academy of IT/Digital Media and the Academy of Business
and Finance, who will have their graduation next week. Under the direction of Dr.
Robert Merkle, the Academies have dedicated teachers in both East and West Senior
High Schools who mentor the students through three years of study, internships, and
various forms of enrichment with industry professionals in their respective fields. Our
teachers who helped with the ceremony are as follows: Visual Arts – Christopher Galley
(West), Jeanine Beyer (East), and Jason Perna (East). Engineering – Dave Kutina
(East), and Joe Cook (East). Life Sciences – Gregory Jubulis. The one thing all of the
teachers said as they handed out certificates to the “most dedicated” students was that
the choice was difficult because ALL Academy students are dedicated, very often
putting in more academic hours and effort than general education students. I
congratulate our Academy students for the extra energy they put into their education
and the knowledge and work ethic they take away!

ENGINEERING ACADEMY

VISUAL ARTS ACADEMY

LIFE SCIENCES ACADEMY
ATHLETICS
On May 25th, West Senior student athlete Brian Bork won the Section VI Tennis
Championship for the second year in a row. Brian is the only student in the history of
our schools to win back-to-back Erie County Interscholastic Conference (ECIC) Sectionals
for tennis. This is a fantastic accomplishment - and he's not done yet. Brian, Coach
Prynn, and Coach Krzeminski will travel to Flushing, NY, next week for the NYSPHSAA
State Championships. You may remember Brian from the athletic scholarship news in
our April brief. He will attend RIT with a Division III tennis scholarship. Here’s to Brian
arriving at RIT with a NYSPHSAA trophy in his luggage! Congratulations, Brian!

What you see on this remarkable young man’s shoes, below, are the initials of our
Buffalo neighbors who were tragically taken from us in the May 13th mass shooting at
the Jefferson Avenue Tops: Roberta Drury, Margus Morrison, Andre Mackniel, Aaron
Salter, Geraldine Talley, Celestine Chaney, Heyward Patterson, Katherine Massey, Pearl
Young and Ruth Whitfield. You can read more about Brian in The Buffalo News in the
following article: West Seneca West's Brian Bork takes legacies of Tops shooting
victims to state tennis tournament.

SORROW & SAFETY
While we mourn yet another mass shooting, this one taking place in a school in Uvalde,
Texas, we hold our beloved children even closer. I sent a letter last week to all of our
families and staff, outlining our efforts to maintain safety including discussions I had
with West Seneca Police Chief Edward Baker – whom I can’t thank enough for the
ever-cooperative spirit of collaboration toward safety. I would like to share with you the
following comforting words that were posted by the West Seneca Police on social
media:
The safety of our community and schools is the top priority at the West Seneca Police
Department. We share in the heartbreak and outrage at recent tragic events. In addition to
our dedicated School Resource Officers who are already working in West Seneca schools,
there will be an increased patrol presence on school grounds by all patrol officers. Students
and staff should always feel safe when they are at school and we will continue to do our
very best to provide that environment.
Recent events have many of us looking for answers and solutions. We encourage everyone
to be observant of warning signs- at school, at work, at church, or online. If something feels
wrong or you see something disturbing in what someone does, says, or posts - say
something. We refuse to accept these tragedies as normal. Stay safe and we're here if you
need us.

WINCHESTER POTTERS MEMORIAL DAY SALUTE
A little bit of rain couldn't keep Winchester Potters Elementary from celebrating
Memorial Day this past Friday. “Thank you to American Legion Post 735 Color Guard for
coming to our school today! With rain in the forecast, we moved our celebration to our
TV studio. Mr. Holmes and his media team were able to stream the presentation to the
entire building,” said Principal Robyn Brady. First grade teacher Mrs. Szewc, and music
teacher Mrs. Clark, helped to organize the event. Fifth grade teacher Mr. Holmes, led
the morning announcement media team (grades 4 and 5). And fittingly, Mr. Yacone,
shared band teacher with Clinton Elementary, was on hand for the ceremony with his
bugle talents!

Enjoy your Memorial Day!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

