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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: DANIEL BERGER, KEEPER OF MEMORIES

It’s difficult to know how to qualify who Daniel W. Berger is in terms of a title. He’s that
rare person who is energetically entrenched in so many parts of the town, and with so
many groups, that it’s hard to say what takes precedence for Dan. He’s an alumnus of
the West Seneca West Class of ’73, who heads the West High Alumni Association, is a
recent past Boy Scout leader, sometime foster parent, de facto historian, collector and
builder of a WSCSD yearbook section in our local public library, and parent to Molly, a
shining star of a West Seneca High student, who passed away in 2011.
Only 14 at the time and an only child, Molly was diagnosed with Hemophagocytic
lymphohistiocytosis (HLH), a rare blood disorder that took her almost as quickly as it
was discovered. This sudden loss was devastating to her parents, Daniel and Gail
Radtke Berger, along with our schools, and an entire community.
“Molly,” says her father, “used to come to alumni meetings with me when she was little,
bringing her coloring books.” Her father thinks she must have been paying attention to
the meetings even at a very young age because she had big plans that included West
High, specifically their music department.
“Molly had three goals, all involving the arts,” says Dan. “She wanted to be in the Bel
Canto Choir, the Wind Ensemble, and a school musical.” She hit all three goals
including taking the role of Little Ti Moune in the musical, Once on This Island, in her
freshman year. It was the perfect role for a talented, fearless, and petite young
woman.

The girl who memorialized the phrase, “Music is the air you breathe,” now has a
scholarship set up in her name at West Senior - The Molly Berger Memorial Scholarship.
Those words are displayed as part of a backstage mural now, painted by another
student, and there as a reminder of how music is an intrinsic part of people like Molly.
With her voice and her wind instruments (flute and oboe), she deftly made air into
music. West Senior music teacher Keith Ersing tells his incoming freshmen about Molly
every year. The remembrance of this sweet, talented girl who wanted to be a part of
the music department so badly--and met all of her goals freshman year--provides pure
inspiration and possibly a new sense of determination to Molly’s like-minded younger
successors.
The purpose in the telling of Molly’s story also helps to understand Dan better; he was
always entrenched in the community, always went to music performances, always made
sure he was surrounded by young people and looking to ensure that students had every
grand opportunity that was a match for their potential.
Regarding Molly’s story, Dan says, “So many don’t know how to bring a tragic subject
up, or simply choose to refrain from it, but it is immensely therapeutic for one to get it
out of his or her system every once in a while.”
And so, it only makes sense that Dan would help West Seneca Public Library’s Director,
Robert Alessi, curate a section of yearbooks from every year he could find as a record
of history, a trip down memory lane, and in some circumstances, he says with a
chuckle, a chance for old friends “to come around and settle a beer bet.” The books are
microchipped and for reference only, due to the precious memories they hold.
The Keeper of Memories. That’s what you might say Dan’s main title is these days. He
would love to see someone younger step up to the task of leading the alumni
association because, like he says, “It’s everybody’s project.” Still, it’s hard for him to get
out of the cycle. Yearbooks, as well as the missing years, for all of West Seneca’s high
and junior high schools can be found in the library database – West Seneca 2009; West
Seneca East 1971, 1981, 1987, 2000, etc. Dan needs help to keep these memories
alive. Click the link above to see a spreadsheet.
In terms of book bound memories, Dan says he and Gail found a journal Molly kept
shortly after her death. “It seems she was always planning for life four years down the
road,” he says. One of the things 14-year-old Molly wrote in her journal was: “Being
angry is a waste of time.” This is good advice from a girl who was taken from us just 4
days short of her 15th birthday. Molly’s friends stop by now and then to visit the Berger
household. Dan and Gail are happy to see them and happy for them. Their children
will likely be the Bergers’ honorary grandchildren.
Knowing Dan and what he’s lived through, it only makes sense that he would want
everyone to be able to look through yearbooks and stir up or keep alive their own
memories. If you have a yearbook to donate, or you’d like to help Dan with this task,
let us know on the alumni page of West Senior. Dan would love to show you how to
sustain the keeping of memories.

West Seneca Public Library shelves with yearbooks
WNY REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR, JOHN BRINKER
It is our extreme pleasure to announce that West Senior Principal John (Jay) Brinker
was selected as the Empire State Supervisors and Administrators Association (ESSAA),
WNY Regional Administrator of the Year! An educator for over 25 years, Jay came to
the West Seneca Schools as an Assistant Principal in 2008, and became Principal in
2011. He is also the current President of the West Seneca Schools Administrators
Association, and the past president of the Pioneer Teachers Association.
A trip around the school with Jay is like walking through an educational Museum of Best
Practices, if such a thing existed. He pulls parents and staff together in ways that are
all pointed toward one goal – benefitting his students! Students are seen and known,
cared for, and celebrated on an academic and personal basis - daily. Mr. Brinker
consistently points to others when crediting the wonderful climate and culture at West
Senior. It is all the more fitting that this particular award recognizes his deft leadership.
Jay will receive his award on Friday, May 20th at the Sleepy Hollow Hotel & Conference
Center in Tarrytown, NY. Take a bow, Jay. You deserve it!

Russell J. Salvatore and Principal John Brinker

NFIEC STUDENT CONFERENCE
Sixty West Seneca Academy students, staff, and Board Members attended the recent
Niagara Frontier Industry and Education Council (NFIEC) Student Conference, held at
The Grapevine Banquets, sponsored by DuPont, and presented by Denise Harris,
Director of the Buffalo State Career Development Center. NFIEC's mission is to build
bridges between industry and education to benefit students and adults for the
workforce of today and tomorrow. At this annual event, “The students learn lifelong
skills that they can take with them wherever they go,” according to NFIEC Executive
Director Kelly Oldenburg. Thank you to all involved for affording our students any and
all opportunities that prepare them for life beyond high school.

ALLENDALE ART CLUB
Meet Allendale’s Fifth Grade Art Club and their tie-dye shirt designs! The club gets
together every Friday morning before school, from March - May. So far, they have
explored a lot of different art materials and techniques. They are proud of their work,
as you can see, and rightfully so!

IRREPLACEABLE TEACHER: KIM STRELL

Watching art teacher Kim Strell begin a class with her 3rd grade art students is a
cultural experience in itself. Kim is poised, patient, informative, and demonstrates what
she is talking about so her students get audible and visual cues. The students listen
quietly with a good level of maturity because Mrs. Strell obviously knows what she’s
talking about and they know--if they listen well, their outcome will be better. Art class
is fun, and so is Mrs. Strell. Students, by and large, want to please teachers they know
have their success at heart. “Make artists’ choices,” she reminds them.
A shared art teacher until this year, Kim Strell has taught in nearly every elementary
and middle school in the District for a total of 10 years, though she has been a teacher
for 13 years. She loves her big room at Northwood and says, “Homebase is best.” Her
first involvement in the district was as a sub, until an astute administrator asked her to
come in as a long term. Full time hiring came soon after.
“I love the elementary schools,” Kim says, “I see every child, K through 5.” That means
Kim has the beginnings of a six-year relationship with each student in the building.
Within that span, Kim teaches her students art history, the meaning of art, and then
technique. When school was remote, Kim held classes, but also made a website full of
everyday challenges for young artists. The result was invaluable. She says, “Kids
figured out they could do art on their own with available resources. For some of them,
there was a realization for the first time that art was something they could do outside of
this classroom.” Aside from the art she made sure her students were practicing, Kim
says, “I started a weekly news channel my students could tune in to. Just to see my
face, meet my pets and my family. It was good for all of us.”
Northwood Principal Angela Ferri says, “Kim is a bright light, who is woven into every
aspect of our building. She is more than an art teacher. She is a mentor, she co-advises
our Kindness Club with Mrs. Fitzpatrick, she advises the Art Club and Yearbook Club,
and is a member of our PBIS Committee and Literacy PSP. She even supervises our
Pokemon Club.”

Fellow staff members describe Kim as dynamic. Principal Ferri says, “She is full of
positive energy and Northwood spirit! She is always going out of her way to create and
come up with unique ideas to make Northwood a better place. Kim is a team player and
strives to make meaningful connections with all staff and students at Northwood.”

STELLAR STUDENTS EARN “DANNER DOLLARS”
The students in Mrs. Danner’s 6th grade classes have earned themselves a Stellar
Student Auction this week at East Middle. Mrs. Danner explains, “As we put closure to
a rigorous Quarter 3, students are rewarded for the “Danner Dollars" their earned
through their preparedness, participation, and pursuit of excellence.” Mrs. Danner
extends a special thank you to all of the families who generously supported the event.

FACE2FACE SUMMIT: KIDS ESCAPING DRUGS
On Thursday April 7th, 34 students from East and West Middle Schools and East and
West Senior attended the Kids Escaping Drugs Face2Face Coalition Leadership Summit
in Orchard Park. The mission of the Face2Face Coalition is to foster drug free
communities through outreach, education and youth engagement while empowering

young people to become the next generation of resilient leaders. Students participated
in various sessions highlighting the consequences of drug use and ways to promote
positive culture and choices within the school community.
Gregory Alexandrowicz III, a senior from West, was the winner of a $500 Milt Dickerson
Memorial Character Award scholarship at the event. Gregory’s nomination and award
was based upon high character attributes as stated in the scholarship criteria.
Congratulations to all who attended, and special thanks to our School Social Worker
Chaperones, Dr. Christopher Scozzaro (EM), Aimee Smart (WM), Melissa Brind’Amour
(WS), Kristen Syracuse (ES), Brenna Fitzpatrick (Northwood) and Tina Schoeplin
(Clinton); along with Student Intern (Sydney Pittner). Director of Pupil Personnel
Services Dr. Sharon Loughran was also a Chaperone and helped to coordinate the
event.

WEST MIDDLE

EAST MIDDLE
BALD FOR BUCKS: $10K RAISED
East Middle School set a goal of raising $1,500 for Roswell Park Cancer Center at the
beginning of their Bald for Bucks challenge. Imagine then, how surprised everyone was
when one sixth-grade girl raised the goal amount by herself early on.
Remarkably, four days before the event, the tally was $7.3K, two days before the event,
the tally went higher. “We just broke over $10,000!” said Rebecca Embree, East Middle

Speech Pathologist. “Jeff Skinner of the Buffalo Sabres just matched every $50 dollar
donation and gave 2,120!”
This morning, the total was $11,663, and the rumor of teacher Stacey Lutman agreeing
to having her head shaved became a reality, with daughter Julia, and husband Dan
looking on. Stacey has submitted to this twice before and can, unfortunately, name
many family members who have been touched by or lost to cancer, like Dan’s father.
See the linked Papa Lutman story for just how close the Lutman’s are to the cause to
fight cancer.
Thank you to all involved including BOCES Cosmetology students, members of the
Buffalo Bandits who were present, and DJ Anthony. I am proud of our students and
staff for their commitment to caring for others and their overall community spirit!

Enjoy your spring break! Weekly Briefs will resume when we return.
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

