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NATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY MONTH
It's National Occupational Therapy Month, and we have a wealth of exceptional OT staff
members! See what their colleagues have to say:
"Thank you to our dedicated Occupational Therapists and Certified Occupational
Therapist Assistants for all they do for our students with a variety of needs in our
schools!" - Andrew Wnek, Director of Special Education
"Not only are they exceptional therapists, they are great team members and resources.
Thank you for always going above and beyond." - Mari Garry, 32-year District Speech
Therapist
"To our Hardworking, Collaborative and Creative OT department: Sara, Lori Ann, Carrie,
Marianne, Wendy, Allison, Janet, Kim and Carol, it is a pleasure working with all of you!"
- Amy Turner, PT
I say, “We couldn’t do what we do without you, OT Team! Thank you!”

ACADEMY CONFERENCE
On March 21st, Juniors in our Academy of Business and Finance and Academy of
IT/Digital Media participated in a student conference organized by the WNY National
Academy Foundation (NAF) Regional Advisory Board. The break-out rooms included
topics such as: How to select a college major; Personal Investing and Fintech;
Emotional Intelligence and the Psychology of Happiness; How to become Social Media
Famous (for real); Playing by the Numbers: Analytics in Sports; Where Do I Fit in the
World of Work?; Tools and Techniques for Real Investing: Personal Branding:
Interviewing and Networking using LinkedIn; and Resume Essentials. The conference
was sponsored by State Farm, Bryant & Stratton College, and Canisius College and
provided invaluable information to our students.

ENGINEERING ACADEMY FIELD TRIP
On March 24th, juniors in our Civil Engineering and Architecture course, which is part of
the Engineering Academy, took part in a tour of Frank Lloyd Wright's Darwin Martin
House. Students learned much about the elements and principles of FLW design
throughout the 2-hour tour. Students also learned about Wright's colorful history and
the special relationship he had with the Darwin Martin family.

VOCAL JAZZ @ WEST SENIOR
West Senior students recently performed in this year’s Erie County Music Educators
Association ECMEA Vocal Jazz Ensemble! Vocal Jazz students had spent the fall and
early winter preparing a vocal jazz solo. They then attended the ECMEA Solo Festival at
Buffalo Academy for Visual and Performing Arts on Saturday, January 22nd. Students
from Erie County who scored well were selected for the 2022 ECMEA Vocal Jazz.
Thirteen of the twenty-four singers chosen county-wide were from West Senior High
School! Rehearsals were held on March 11 & 12 with conductor Robert Pacillo,
Executive Director and Founder of Harmonia Chamber Singers, and culminated with a
concert on the 12th. Congratulations to all for working hard to be part of this
prestigious and memorable experience!

Seated: Danielle Nadeau, Rebecca SanGeorge, Anna Blickwedehl, Natalie Bucki, Ava Schara,
and Izabella Ricotta
Standing: Lucas Vicoria, Cameron Whittaker, Nicholas Brodnicki, Gus Dana, Greg
Alexandrowicz III, Jonah Vittoria and Tevin Mobley
Not pictured: Stephen Vicoria - ECMEA Jazz Band trombone

TO THE SPCA, WITH LOVE
East Middle 7th grade social studies teacher, Paul Glieco, mentors the Yorkers club, a
Government and Geography organization at East. It is the goal of the organization to
further the understanding of history, government, and geography in its members and in
the school as a whole. In conjunction with this goal, our Yorkers act as a service
organization throughout the community of West Seneca. Students vote on and carry
out certain civic activities such as a can drive to benefit a local food pantry, along with
fundraising during spirit week that netted over $200 to be donated to the local SPCA by
popular vote. In the near future, the group will take a historical field trip, and will also
complete a beautification project in the front of our school in collaboration with Student
Council, led by Mr. Lake. Kudos to Mr. Glieco for supporting the group, while allowing
them to make their own decisions by vote. That’s good government!

Standing: Mr. Glieco, Ella Brayman, Angelina Hernandez, Kadence Richard, Ava Kistner, Alexis
Tymorek, Matthew Bielanin
Seated: Kara Curtiss, Sadie Kreppel, Callie Barber, Kristen Sugrue, Gianna Fino, Mackenize
Eggleston

NATIONAL SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY
The Spanish Honor Society at West Senior held its annual Induction Ceremony this
week. Students were both welcomed and honored as members of the Manolete
Chapter of the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica. The Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica was
established to recognize outstanding achievement in Spanish by secondary students
and to promote the continued interest in Hispanic studies. Our Society chapter is
named for Manolete, a famous bullfighter. He exemplifies courage and dedication, just
like our members as they continue to study Spanish throughout high school and open
themselves to new experiences in and out of the classroom. At the ceremony,
sophomores, juniors, and seniors were honored and recognized in the presence of their
family and friends. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the
ceremony and congratulations to all who were honored!

BALD FOR BUCKS
Scheduled for April 8th at East Middle school, the upcoming Bald for Bucks Event has
several students registered on the school team. Bald for Bucks raises critically needed
funds for cancer research and patient-care programs at Roswell Park Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Raising funds in advance, as one would do for a walk-a-thon, students,
families, and staff, many of whom have been touched by cancer either personally or
through a loved one, have come through in a big way. Even though the poster says
“Shave the Date,” baldness is an option some will choose, though it’s not necessary to
participate. The original goal of $1,500 has grown to $7,310 pledged with a week to
go, with 3 students and a teacher around the $1K mark. One 6th grade student hit the
goal all by herself! You can see the totals and/or donate on the Roswell site by clicking
here.
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K REGISTRATION IS OPEN: PLEASE SHARE THIS INFORMATION
Kindergarten registration has begun in all of our elementary schools for the 2022-23
school year. As students are registered, they sign up for a "Kindergarten Screening"
appointment. This helps us to get to know the students academically before they start
the school year.
Screenings involve assessing the following capabilities to give a holistic view of the
student coming in and to detect a need for early intervention if needed:
1. Academic skills such as letter names, letter sounds, number recognition, counting,
writing his/her name
2. Speech screening with a speech therapist
3. Hearing screen with the nurse
Register now for screening dates as follows:
Allendale: June 6-10
Clinton: June 13-16
Northwood: June 8-9
West: June 6-9
Winchester Potters: June 13-15
We are already looking forward to welcoming our new students next fall!

Winchester Potters kindergartners demonstrate Ozobots they coded
Enjoy your weekend!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

