MARCH 11, 2022
STUDENTS OF EXCELLENCE
The West Seneca Students of Excellence Program, existing in both East and West High
Schools, concentrates on student achievement and community participation. In its
latest iteration, the crux of the program is the idea of citizenship, character, talents,
morals, and ideals. The categories are: Demonstrated Creativity, Work Ethic,
Community Service, Artistic Performance, Personal Intellectual Development, Peer
Leadership, Broadening Personal Horizons, Development of Character, Athletic
Achievement, Communication Skills, Perseverance, Spirit of Entrepreneurship, School
Citizenship, Career Preparation and Commitment. The goal of the West Seneca
Students of Excellence program has been and will continue to be a celebration of the
essence of students beyond their academic achievements. We salute our excellent
scholar citizens!
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
It's Women's History Month, and here in the West Seneca Central School District we
celebrate the occasion in a variety of ways. Our librarians are always on the lookout for
the latest books about women of note, along with those pertaining to women who have
changed the course of history throughout their lives. In addition, the contributions of
women throughout history are embedded within our Social Studies Program. Here is
one such librarian curated display at East Middle. Students are exposed to a fabulous
array of women, past and present, who have made a positive impact on the lives of
many!

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS HEARD US
Remember when schools all over the district were sending our valiant service members
valentines, words of thanks, and goodies from home? Well, the residuals are starting to
flow in from our Blue Star Mothers in the form of pictures of our happy troops--and
they are heart-warming. Due to Department of Defense regulations, we don’t know
where our soldiers are, but they know we’re thinking about them. Look at these smiles!

WORLD LANGUAGE WEEK
This week, the West Senior World Language Department enjoyed fun events with its
annual World Language Week celebration. Students learned about new cultures and
enjoyed a variety of activities: two themed dress-down days, international music,
games featuring international trivia, and presentations from West’s foreign exchange
students from Thailand, Japan, Norway, and Ecuador. During each of these
presentations, students learned about the exchange students’ respective countries,
cultures, and languages, and enjoyed a question-and-answer session at the conclusion.
We are pleased to announce that the proceeds from the week’s events are going to the
World Language Departmental Memorial Scholarship, which honors students who have
passed. Thank you to everyone who participated and who contributed to the success of
the events!

MARCH MADNESS TOURNAMENT OF BOOKS
March Madness extends beyond the Basketball court and into the library at Clinton
Elementary. Fifth grade teacher Donna Lee and school librarian, Amanda Marrano,
selected the top 18 books checked out of the library from every grade level within the
school. Mrs. Lee says, “Classroom Aide Marianne Cooke set up the display and did a
fantastic job. All grades are participating and voting. We will start with the Sweet 16
and then narrow it down to the Elite Eight, then Final Four, then the Final Book of the
Year for both sets (K - 2) and (3 - 5). The winners for each set will be announced on
April 7th.” Board President Ed Bedient made a mid-court appearance and was excited to
hear about the healthy competition that nets more reading in an exciting way. Kudos
to Principal Kimberly McCartan and her innovative staff, who find new methods to make
learning fun, each and every day.

School Librarian Amanda Marrano

Board President Edmund Bedient and 5th graders

Kindergartners
WEST SENIOR: 50 BOOK CHALLENGE
West Senior Celebrates Reading and all of their great readers! Over 100 students were
invited to the West Senior Library over the course of 2 days to celebrate their reading
success. This year was the inauguration of our 50 Book Challenge in which all students
are challenged to read 50 books over the course of their 4 years at West Senior. At the
start of the year, students visit the library to select and create a list of books that they
are interested in reading. They are given regular time in their English classes to develop
the habit of reading for pleasure, and they keep a log of what they have read. The 100
students who gathered in the library are on track to complete the challenge, with many
reading well beyond that. Students had the chance to kick back with a steaming cup of
cocoa, enjoy some treats and share some sweet reads with the rest of the school
through their recommendations. Many students also requested titles to add to our
library. West Senior staff and students value reading, and it shows!

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS
Earlier this week, over forty 5th grade students and their families packed the East Sr.
Gym for an exciting afternoon of 3-on-3 basketball. These championship teams from
each Elementary Building met to decide the overall district champion. Both the 5th
grade girls from Clinton & the 5th grade boys from West Elementary went undefeated
throughout the afternoon, crowning them the CHAMPIONS! We extend a big “thank
you” to our physical education teachers, our score clock worker, Mrs. Deitz; our
Referees, Coach Maisano, Mariglia, Owens, and Fitzgerald, and Michelle Jones &
MaryKay Biddle. Next up, 5th Grade Track Meet on June 7th, with a rain date of June
8th. Congratulations, scholar athletes!

MORNING INSPIRATION
Katie Clark, Music Teacher at Winchester Potters, plays her violin for her students every
morning. We consider this a loving and calming gesture from one of our many
extraordinary teachers who loves their craft and their students. Thank you, Katie, for
setting the mood for the day in a lovely way.

VIRTUALLY YOURS: INAUGURAL EPISODE

Virtually Yours: An Inside Look at the People and Departments of the West Seneca
Central School District recently completed Episode 1, featuring Buildings & Grounds
Maintenance Mechanic Patrick Gehen, with an appearance by Superintendent of

Buildings & Grounds Joseph Farr. Hosted by our Community Relations Coordinator,
Elena Cala, the 6-minute-long video was produced and edited by Educational TV
Production Specialist Jeff Pacer. You won’t want to miss Pat’s “Museum of Mishaps” or
Joe’s punchline at the very end. We can’t wait to send Elena all over the District to mine
more of our gems, of whom we are so very proud. Please click here to watch.

Patrick Gehen
Enjoy your weekend!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

