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WEST MIDDLE ASL CLUB
The newly-created American Sign Language (ASL) Club at West Middle School consists
of 6th through 8th grade students. Teachers Liz Brocki and MaryJo Kempf are the
advisors, but the formation of a club was 7th-grader Ellie Klinko’s idea. Ellie simply
reached out to her school counselor, Katie Kubiak, who helped her to form the club.
Interest in learning American Sign Language (ASL) was high and students quickly
joined, learning how to sign the alphabet, common words and phrases, as well as
holiday-themed words. In February, students learned several words and phrases that
related to Valentine's Day and made a craft showing how to sign, "I love you," using
their hand as a template. Students particularly enjoyed learning how to sign several
words and phrases that represent kindness and love. Kudos to Ellie and her caring
West Middle mentors for forming this important club. That’s what we love to see.

FOR OUR TROOPS: FROM ALLENDALE, WITH LOVE
Kindergarten and first grade students from Allendale Elementary wrote letters and
generously donated items to the 615th Aviation Battalion serving in Illesheim,
Germany. These soldiers serve as a support for our NATO allies. Over 10 boxes filled
with letters, snacks, books, puzzles and adult coloring books were received last week.
The soldiers were extremely grateful! Captain Emily DeRosa, daughter of Allendale
teacher Anne Carl, is one of the physician assistants for the unit, and she arranged this
relationship with the soldiers and our students through Mrs. Carl. "So, it has been a
great way to connect with Emily and shower her and the others serving with love," Mrs.
Carl says. It’s all in the family at the WSCSD, Mrs. Carl!

EAST MIDDLE FIELD TRIP
Recently, teachers Emilio Mancino and Elissa Gianadda took East Middle’s
8th grade Regents Earth Science students on a field experience to the University at
Buffalo's North Campus. As part of the students’ current unit on the Dynamic Earth, the
group was able to tour UB’s Structural Engineering and Earthquake Simulation (SEES)
Laboratory, where “the engineering aspect made the experience even more
informative,” says Mr. Mancino. Mr. Mancino and Mrs. Gianadda were delighted to be
able to present the opportunity to their students. “Our host, Dr. Yushan Fu (below left),
was very gracious with her time and knowledge,” Mr. Mancino says. “Touring where
actual seismic science occurs is not an everyday opportunity, so we were happy to have
the experience we had.”

INDOOR TRACK EXCELS
The West Senior Indoor Track team had 22 Personal Records this past weekend at the
Section VI Finals including the Girls 4x 8 Relay placing 2nd, with Mara Mariani, Madison
McMahon, Paige McMahon, Kendal Roe. Aiden Adgate placed 4th in the weight throw,
Mara Mariani 4th in the 1500m, and Madison McMahon placed 2nd in the 600m.
Madison will move on to the New York State Public High School Athletic Association
(NYSPHSAA) Indoor Track & Field State Championships on Saturday, March 5th, at
Ocean Breeze in Staten Island.

LIFTING OF THE MASK MANDATE
WKBW Senior Reporter Eileen Buckley and videographer Lou Chilelli paid a visit to
Winchester Potters School on Wednesday to see how the lifting of the mask mandate
played out in school. It was a smiley atmosphere with a lot of newly freed faces.
Children were happy, and teachers were somewhat emotional at seeing happy little
faces for the first time in a long time. Eileen spoke with Principal Mrs. Robyn Brady,
teachers Mrs. Zach, Ms. Markowski, and Ms. Besstak; and students Mya and Neale. All
were happy to be unmasked and in full view of everyone's faces. School buildings
looked and sounded different for the better! Watch the video by clicking here.

BUFFALO STATE TEACHING STUDENTS @ EAST MIDDLE
Buffalo State College English Education Department members, Dr. James Cercone and
Dr. Kristen Pastore-Capuana, brought their English 200 cohort to West Seneca East
Middle School for a building tour and presentation regarding preparation to enter the
teaching profession. Many of the students are sophomores in the undergraduate
program. Principal Jason Marchioli and 7th Grade EMS English teacher, Alyssa
O'Connor, took time to share information with the college students about a typical day
in a middle school setting and what some of the day-to-day activities in an English
classroom look like. We will welcome our teaching students to visit East Middle again
later this month, individually, for classroom observation hours.

EAST & WEST HIGH: BUSINESS & MARKETING HONOR SOCIETY
Congratulations to our new inductees and senior members of the Business and
Marketing Honor Society! The primary purpose of the Business and Marketing Honor
Society, affiliated with the Business Teachers Association of New York, is to recognize
students who have demonstrated outstanding achievement in business education at the
secondary level. In Business Education courses, students must carry a minimum of 88
percent or B+ or 3.5 GPA. Students must also demonstrate exemplary Character,
Leadership, and Service in the classroom as well as in co-curricular and extra-curricular
activities. Corrin Murphy and Dave Giancola are the East High mentors, and Renee Day
and Rio Harden mentor West High students.

EAST - Front: Malak Mohamed, Jenelle Alcantara, Leah Radka, Mia Fawls, Ryan Tymorek, Jake Wojtkowiak and
Emily Nguyen. Back: Ethan McMahon, Hannah Lockwood, Aidan Fawls, Matthew Sarro, Julia Hise,

WEST - Front: David Johnson, Leah McKibbin, Eric Stevenson, Alex Kibler, Haley Ellis, Tyler Sieg. Middle: Lindsey
Kitchen, Abigail Toomey, Josh Lundin, Isabel Dybalski, Rebecca SanGeorge, Abigail Ludwick, Helena Kottas,
Rebecca Gilbert, Lydia Grzegorek, Caitlyn Bedient. Back: Liliana Hamilton, Nicholas Wichman, Andrew Clough,
Nicholas Brodnicki, JR Hasfurter Jr., Michael Pozzuto, Kyle Sadowski. Absent from photo: Katie Mruk, Kara Szewc,
Abigail Wilczak

ADDAMS FAMILY
Announcing a musical comedy, embracing every father’s nightmare! Wednesday
Addams, known for her love of darkness, has fallen in love with a sweet man from a
seemingly respectable and ordinary family. As Wednesday falls in love, family members
begin to find out, forcing Gomez, her father, to keep a secret from his love, Morticia.
Meanwhile, Pugsley and Grandma scheme and Uncle Fester relates by finding a love of
his own. Everything will change on the dreadful night the Addams host a dinner for
Wednesday’s boyfriend and his ‘normal’ family. What could go wrong? For tickets:
https://wsedrama.booktix.com/ I hope to see you there!

Enjoy Your Weekend!
Matthew Bystrak
Superintendent

