The Great Hunger
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  Between 1845 and 1851, some one million Irish flocked to the United States to escape a great famine.  A fungus carried over from America had destroyed the potato crop.  Nearly 25% of the Irish population starved to death (nearly one million people).  Most Irish Catholics worked for little or no wages.  As tenant farmers, they were only given small amounts of land to plant food crops.  Since the potato was the best crop for a small space and the Irish soil, no other major crop was planted.  When the potato crop failed, the people starved.  The British government did little to help the starving people of Ireland.     





Questions:


Why was the potato a critical crop for the Irish people? ______________________________________________________________





What was the Great Famine or the Great Hunger? ______________________________________________________________








How did the famine affect the Irish people? ______________________________________________________________








